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• Overview of substance use disorders

• Framework for treatment

• Medication management

• What to do if you see an overdose

Objectives



People Aged 12 or Older with a Past Year Substance Use Disorder; 2020



Overdoses

• 1,728 opioid related overdoses in 2021 in Georgia

• 37% increase from 2020 (17% increase nationally)



Diagnosing Substance Use Disorders

1. Taking larger amounts or for longer periods 

than intended

2. Unsuccessful efforts to cut down

3. Substantial time spent on obtaining, using, or 

recovering after use

4. Cravings

5. Failure to fulfill major role obligations at work, 

school, or work

6. Persistent/recurrent social or relationship 

problems

7. Important activities are sacrificed

8. Use in dangerous situations

9. Continued use despite physical or psychological 

complications

10.Tolerance

11.Withdrawal

1. Impaired control

2. Failed responsibilities

3. Hazardous use

4. Physical dependence



Source: What is the ASAM Criteria? American Society of Addiction Medicine website https://www.asam.org/resources/the-asam-criteria/about  



Framework for Treatment



Medications for Alcohol Use Disorder

• Disulfiram

• Blocks metabolism of alcohol (acetaldehyde dehydrogenase)

• Naltrexone

• Opioid antagonist

• Acamprosate

• Reduces glutamate surge

• Increases GABAA binding affinity

• NMDAr antagonist



Medications for Tobacco Use Disorder

• Nicotine Replacement Therapy

• Gum, Patch, Nasal Spray, Inhaler, Lozenge

• Bupropion 

• Dopamine reuptake inhibition

• Decrease nicotine mediated dopamine release

• Varenicline

• Partial agonist at the nicotinic receptor



Medications for Opioid Use Disorder

• Methadone

• Opioid agonist

• Buprenorphine 

• Partial opioid agonist

• Naltrexone

• Opioid antagonist



Naloxone (Narcan)

• Short-acting Opioid 
Antagonist for 
Opioid Overdose



Overdose Assessment

• Is the person breathing?

• Is the person responsive?

• Do they answer when you ‘shake and shout’ their name?

• Can the person speak?

• How is their skin color (especially lips and fingertips)?

If you suspect even a small change of opioid overdose, immediately 
call for help and administer naloxone.











Questions?

Refer a patient to the Addiction Alliance of Georgia
Call 1-800-434-7495

Intake specialists available 24/7

https://addictionallianceofgeorgia.org/
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